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(57)Abstract 

PURPOSE: To improve the efficiency of an address managing system as a 
whole by searching and allocating an IP address, which is not allocated on a 
network at present, when an address acquisition request is generated. 
CONSTITUTION: When starting equipment, at a processing station 4, 
address acquisition request data are sent to a transmission communication 
path 6 by a broadcast function. Then, a managing station 1 identifies the 
physical address of a transmission source processing station contained in 
the received address acquisition request data. Then, an address managing 
table is retrieved and when the received physical address of the 
transmission source is not registered, it is judged whether there is any 
blank in the area of a physical address column inside the address managing 
table or not. When there is a blank in the physical address column, a non- 
used IP address exists. Thus, the physical address of the transmission 
source processing station is registered on that column, and the IP address 
of the correspondent IP address column is transmitted to the transmission 
source processing station of the address acquisition request data. 
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